
May 21- Written Service 

 

Praise team- Ali and Sam Gonzalez, Deb Van Peursem, Brian Maag 

Special Music- Sunday School children 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader:  Who is wise and understanding among us? 

All:  Those who seek wisdom and understanding each and every day. Those who delight in God and 

meditate on God’s law. 

Leader: Come, learn more about the wisdom from above, a wisdom that yields a harvest of 

righteousness. 

All: O God, your wisdom is more precious than jewels! We draw near to You. 

 

Song:  Shine, Jesus, Shine 

Lord, the light of Your love is shining, 

In the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us; 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  

Fill this land with the Father’s glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze; set  our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

Send forth Your Word, Lord, 

And let there be light. 

 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness  

So our faces display Your likeness, 

Ever changing from glory to glory; 

Mirrored here, may our lives tell Your story; 

Shine on me, shine on me. 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine, 

Fill this land with the Father’s glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze; set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

Send forth Your Word, Lord, 



And let there be light. 

 

Prayer 

 

Song:  Mighty to Save 

Everyone needs compassion, 

Love that’s never failing, 

Let mercy fall on me. 

Everyone needs forgiveness, 

The kindness of a Savior, 

The Hope of nations. 

 

Savior, He can move the mountains, 

My God is mighty to save, 

He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of Salvation, 

He rose and conquered the grace, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

 

So take me as You find me, 

All my fears and failures, 

Fill my life again. 

I give my life to follow, 

Everything I believe in, 

Now I surrender. 

Savior, He can move the mountains, 

My God is mighty to save, 

He is mighty to save. 

Forever, Author of Salvation, 

He rose and conquered the grave, 

Jesus conquered the grave. 

 

Announcements 

 

Special Music-  “Gracias”- sung by the Sunday School children 

 

Recognition of Church education leaders and teachers 

 

Congregational Prayer 

 

Song;  #393- Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love, 



And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with Thee I will one will, 

To do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

So shall I never die, 

But live with Thee the perfect life  

Of Thine eternity. 

 

Offering  

Offering song- Open the Eyes of my Heart, Lord 

Offering prayer 

 

 

 

Scripture:  James 1:16-21; James 3:13-4:3 

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to 
give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the 
word planted in you, which can save you. 

 

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every 
evil practice. 

17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a 
harvest of righteousness. 

4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within 
you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you 
quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 



 

 

Message 

• Intro 

• Before reading passage(s) encourage people to pay attention to the sources of things-where do 

they come from-heaven or elsewhere 

o Following up on last week, God does not tempt us to evil RATHER He is the source of all 

good gifts 

• Read James 1:16-21 & 3:13-4:3 

• Everything good and perfect comes from God 

o Share good list 

• Unchanging 

• Born through the word of truth (gospel) 

• Quick to listen, slow to speak 

• Slow to anger 

• Results in good life/good deeds 

• Humble  

• Wisdom 

• Pure 

• Peace-loving 

• Considerate 

• Submissive-literally easily persuaded (not meaning gullible) “willing 

deference to others when unalterable theological or moral principles 

are not involved” 

• Full of mercy and good fruit 

• Impartial 

• Sincere 

• righteous 

▪ Special focus on wisdom/patience/peacemaking 

▪ A wise old owl sat on an oak, the more he saw the less he spoke; the less he 

spoke, the more he heard; why aren’t we like that wise old bird? 

• The other “wisdom” is from below 

o Earthly (When earthly is used for this world it’s not necessarily bad, when earthly is used 

for thinking or behavior, it have a negative connotation like in this passage) 

o Unspiritual 

o Demonic (in origin, this is where these things come from) 

o Share bad list 

• Anger 

• Full of moral filth 

• Bitter envy, selfish ambitions (divisiveness) 

• Earthly, unspiritual, demonic 



• Leads to disorder and every evil practice 

• Fights and quarrels 

• Murder 

• Coveting 

• Fighting 

• Wrong/selfish motives 

▪ Special focus here on anger and divisiveness 

▪ Modern examples 

▪ These are the opposite of heavenly wisdom 

• As we read through these lists and talk about these situations, are you thinking of somebody 

else?  These are checklists and words for us FIRST.  Let’s examine our own selves and our own 

lives 

• Application 

o James is writing to a general audience, to believers at large 

▪ Is strife and division a universal situation? 

▪ Not just in one church, this will be true everywhere 

o Can be really easy to think we have a hold of THE truth, THE wisdom, THE right answer 

o James doesn’t even touch on the issues behind these, he’s far more concerned with 

how we handle ourselves 

o WHEN we disagree with one another or with other religious groups, how do we handle 

ourselves 

▪ This is difficult, because we care so much, because we invested time resources, 

prayer, and ourselves in these areas 

▪ Just like people back then 

▪ how do we respond? 

▪ Where is the source of these disagreements? 

▪ Where is the source of our unity?  Who is the giver of all the good gifts?  Where 

is our peace and wisdom found? 

 

Response to the Word- Ali and Sam Gonzalez 

 

Song:  #435- God of Grace and God of Glory 

God of grace and God of glory, 

On Thy people pour Thy power. 

Crown Thine ancient Church’s story; 

Bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom; grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour. 

For the facing of this hour. 

 

Lo! The hosts of evil round us 



Scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom; grant us courage 

For the living of these days, 

For the living of these days. 

 

Set our feet on lofty places; 

Gird our lives that they may be 

Armored with all Christ-like graces 

In the fight to set men free. 

Grant us wisdom; grant us courage 

That we fail not man nor Thee, 

That we fail not man nor Thee. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude 


